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THE TRAIL OF BLEACHED BONES i %ssewt

Tuka the word of the Jnll Lake Route for it
s given In & book of the route published under
the odltorship of Pouglasy White, Jnst after the
ropd was completed, pnd the “Mormon” teall to
Los Angoles will be tha theme described in
trenting the route's teallblagers,

Conslder the word of the older avallable Utah
higtories, and there will e seldom if ever o sug-
pegtion that any other party than that ander
Rieh and Lyman, whleh “settled San Bernnrdino
in 1861, wns n “trailblazer” along the route. In
fact, the survivors of the San Bernarding col-
oulzation wear “trall-blazer” badges furnlshed by
Senator W. A. Clark as a ifolien of his regard
for them.

In this serles on the Great Jdasin pathfinder,
S It has already been consiidered how Btlenne Pro-
vost digcavered the South Puss, nnd sent Gen:
ernl Ashloy out of Utah, back throtgh (it with the
Ogden Tors I 1825, and how Aghley discovered
that the Green river went to the Pacifie la that
sumeé year, and has only just been given his
eredit, In having the Ashley forest named after
him thig summer. "

This paper takes up the trall to Los Angeles,
and the most shabblly trented of all the early
Utnh " Inhabitants and explorers:. And heoere |t
should be explained that no blame attaches 1o
anyorngy, that the dust of forgetfulness has fallen
over thoke whoge exploily were the most hardy,
and brought the greatos!t results in attracting
followers towards the paths they made, We saw
hefore how g0 great o government explorer ag
Major Powell knew totally nothing of whnt Ash-
ley had done In the rviver he voyvaged on, two
decades before this time. The thing that worked
to he negloct of the sabject of this paper, Jede-
diah 8. Smith, was thal Interest, except in a vory
Hmited elrele, did not attach to tids country on
the purt of the natlon new governiig I, When
Intor that intsrest wns found (o be swake, (he
men who had hallooed to it and prodded it and
stletsd were perhaps
Loa [ar oat on the frontier to be givon notieo, or
fell, as did Jedediah Smith, with n Comunche's
arrow In his back, just at the bveginning of & ne
tiemnl Intsyest In his work,

It Into consclous anctlvits,

In the conception of Mah ns & harren wilder
ness: 1o which people, "excspt a fow straggling
hunters and trappers”™ first came in 1847, the
first glep to diseredit the early Inbabitants s
taken,

With thig view In mind It was difioult for the
wrltor to gather a conception of the ftrall from
sonthern Utalh to Los Angeles as one oo whilch
an extensive Interstpte traflle had existed for
twenty yoears before 1847, a trail which Fremont
found in 1843, nine years before it was “path-
found" by the first party glven recognition, to be
a long tradl of bleached and bloaching bones,
noting the route of the Santa Fo carivans, hounnd
for the Oallfornin miselons, and Meéxican sefile-
ments, The oldest of them ware hack with de
eay. The newest In his day we. from his ox-
hansted horses, and even from a good many of
his company who fell too far In the rear and
were murdered by the Indians who Infested it

The trouble wns not In Utal, or a spirit of
unfalmess hete to theose deserving erodit. It
wits a natlonal trouble, that evervwhere now is
being adjusted. Jedediah Smith's  explorations
between Greal Salt Lake and Los  Angeles
brought him first neross the Sierrn Novada monn-
taing, curlously enough from east to west. The
records of what he «(id, come to the historian
with patlent digging, and ench year more and
mare of them are coming to light. They never
would have fallen into forgotten neglect, except
thnt the trall seemed to have no Imporunce to
Ametica at the time, and when the consciousness
of thiz tmportance eame to the people, the réc-
ords were nol ensy to get at and they selzed the
moast availnble, honored the fivet trailblagers
they eould locate, and left the earlier work burled
deep In the archives of the fur trade, from which
historluns are now digging [t up, Forlunately
for this chapter of Wiah's history, Henry M.
Chittenden hn: dug  through the St Louls
archives, waded through the flles of the St
Louls papers. and gone through the government
reports and maps made Quring the ere when the
uctunl diseoveries were bheing made. |

His work it ie which makes It possible to tell
of Jedediahh Smith In any complete way: and if
eveér a histarieal soclety Is formeéed In Utah to
recronte theose early eharseters and read them
permanently into the record, It will find Jedadiah
Smith the most shabbily treated of all of them:
and with » record that places his work of the
Ereatest Imporiance,

Beoause one of hls men was geveraly wounded
on Itg hanks, and killed a Iltll'-: farther on, the
Virgin river earrles Its name, Becausge he made
his camp upon the strepm after being ordered out
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of Oallfornin by the Mexican governor, the Amer-
ican river in still kinown in history with a name
iating to that fncldent, He it was who first cur-
vled o fear of the Amerleans Into the hearts of
the placid Mexienn Californinns. He was one of
the first great mountaioecrs to meet his death,
The others Hved on, Jim Bridger, hls compan-
fon, outlived the trapper ern, and the trader ora
s well, and worked through the era of govern-
ment scouting, to end up as o respectable settle
ment farmer on a gulet, homellke farm. There-
fore, to some oxtent he came into contact with
army officers, llterary men, and newspaper re
porters, so thal some record of his work came
fnto goneral Hteratore.

The writer's interest in the trapping and ex-
ploring ern commenced with an explanation from
John Hunt, son of Jefferson Hunt, who gulded
the Mormon Settlers (o S8an Bernardinoe in 1861,
that the party had 4 map of the route given
them by the mountainesrs, The records of Kit
Carson showed with very little reading that the
conception of him as a wlld, romantle balf-Indian
was wrong, and of the trappers as Isolated Indl-
viduals, ronming at random, and lving corrupt,
licentions llves, was equally wrong. It wus not
until the days of Buffalo Bill and the pony
expross that the frontlersman known to liters-
ture began to develop, To his era the hard drink-
ing, the careless shooting, and the gunprotected
card game belonged. It was thirty years before
they came that the explorers did their work and
went their way. And men whom we remember
as “mountainecrs” did not pack a little merchan-
dise on their back. They headed great companies.
Thelr pack animals numbered into the hundreds,
They  represented great fortunes put Into com-
merce for Indlan trade, and maintained a dis-
cipline that would have fitted these men for the
greater roles In any variation of life's drama.
Genernl Ashley, for Instanee, lost $10,000 in mer-
chandise when a gingle one of his flest of boats
sunk in the Mississippl,

Bancroft, it s true, does not pleturs them
this way., Buat, however formidahble Bancroft's
many volumes of history may look from the out-
side, the more one has to do with them Inslde
the covers, the less he wants to have. With an
slr sniMng superiority, Bancroft seemed to burn
with a desire to bellttle every man whe had
preceded him into the West, and to preampt,
the whole scction for himself alone. To get a
view point on the maon, a cholee bit of reading
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U. S. Government Tests Prove

That a gc loaf of wheat bread contains as much nourish-

Our crown label on every loaf of oyal Bread helps you
to get the genuine---tbe bread of guality. All dealers sell
our leaders, the Table Queen, the Milk Loaf, the Royal
Nut and many other kinds and shapes.
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